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William “Not Bill” Nealy was a wild, gentle, brilliant artist and 
creator turned cult hero. The subjects of his many maps and 
books included paddling, mountain biking, skiing, and inline 
skating. His hand-drawn, poster-size river maps of the Nantahala, 
Ocoee, Chattooga, Gauley, Youghiogheny, and several other rivers 
are still sought after and in use today. Learn more about William 
and his art at thewilliamnealy.com

For years William Nealy’s informative and hilarious cartoon maps of popular 
canoeing and kayaking streams have delighted whitewater paddlers. Practically 
collectors’ items, these maps are sought by paddlers all over the United States 
for their relevance and wild insider’s perspective on those strange creatures who 
inhabit the exotic sport of whitewater paddling. In Whitewater Home Companion, 
Southeastern Rivers, Volume I, Nealy coupled his most celebrated Southeastern 
US river maps with an anthology of cartoons, paddling homilies, and unsolicited 
advice. Artistically bizarre, totally irreverent, and laced with lethal doses of 
macho-deflating, highly barbed wit, this masterpiece helped establish Nealy 
as the Kliban of outdoor literature. Through his distinctive drawing and wholly 
peculiar river-submarine terminology, Nealy successfully reveals rivers and 
boaters alike as never before. Contained within the covers of Whitewater Home 
Companion is a wealth of information and humor good for many hours of pleasure 
both on and off the river.

“William Nealy’s hilarious and helpful river maps . . . 
contain valuable and accurate information. William 
is a confirmed whitewater freak and has extensively 
paddled every river he has mapped. Read them.” 
—Nantahala Outdoor Center News

“He’s adept with pen and paddle . . . William Nealy, 
a cartoonist and avid kayaker, has combined his 
skills into something unique.”—Birmingham News
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