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SENSING WEB SPIDERS

FAMILY ANTRODIAETIDAE—
FOLDING-TRAPDOOR SPIDERS
Live within silk-lined bur-
rows and build an expertly 
decorated door that blends 
into surroundings when 
closed. Silk triplines alert 
the spider to passing prey. 
Rarely seen; most often 
roaming adult males.

Build silken tubes that 
extend above and below the 
ground. Catch small prey 
that wanders across the 
purseweb by biting through 
the silk and pulling prey 
inside. Rarely seen; most 
often roaming adult males. Sphodros purseweb

Black Purseweb Spider
Sphodros niger; M

Genus Sphodros

Red-legged Purseweb Spider
Sphodros rufipes; M

Antrodiaetus unicolor

Genus Antrodieatus

FAMILY EUCTENIZIDAE—
WAFER-LID TRAPDOOR SPIDERS
Build silk-lined burrows 
with a hinged lid camou-
flaged by nearby materials. 
Hunt prey that passes its 
trapdoor. Rarely seen; most 
often roaming adult males.

Comstock’s Wafer-lid  
Trapdoor Spider

Myrmekiaphila comstocki; F

Genus Myrmekiaphila

FAMILY ATYPIDAE—
PURSEWEB SPIDERS



SPACE-FILLING WEB WEAVERS

Black False Widow
Steatoda grossa; F

Checkered False Widow
Steatoda triangulosa; F

Eastern Long-legged  
Cobweaver

Theridion frondeum; M

Genus Theridion

Eastern Long-legged  
Cobweaver

Theridion frondeum; F

Genus Steatoda, cont.

AMBUSHING SPIDERS

FAMILY DEINOPIDAE—
NETCASTING SPIDERS
Hunt at night, using their 
huge eyes; hairs sensitive to 
air movement; use leg-held 
web to snatch nearby flying 
insects out of the air. Hide 
during the day, often posing 
as a twig.

Netcasting Spider
Deinopis spinosa; F

Genus Deinopis






