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Shelter was published in 1973, over 40 years ago. It was a celebration of handmade 
housing, of traditional building crafts and techniques, of natural materials and small 
homes. Its message: you can create your own shelter, with your own hands.

It caught on with young people who were seeking a different life, who were willing 
to take the time and learn the skills to build for themselves. It has been translated into 
French, Spanish, German, Korean, Japanese, and Chinese, and has gone on to sell over 
300,000 copies worldwide.

These days, Shelter has become popular all over again, especially with 20 to 30- 
year-olds who need a place to live and don’t want to get involved with banks and debt-
saddling mortgages, or landlords and high rents. Now, some four decades later — even 
with all the changes in these years — the book is the same, and the message is the same:

Do what you can for yourself. Create your own shelter. With your own hands.
–Lloyd Kahn
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