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1 California Border to Observation Peak

scenery: , , , trail condition: , , ,
children: , , difficulty: , ,
solitude: , , , , hiking time: 4 hours
distance & configuration: 7-mile out-and-back
map: USFS Applegate and West Half of Ashland Ranger District

outstanding features: A geographical curiosity; a quiet forest; and 
a sweeping, panoramic viewpoint

if  you've ever wanted to say  you’ve hiked from one state to 
another, here’s your chance. Enter Oregon the way northbound Pacific Crest 
Trail (PCT) thru-hikers do, and then climb the state’s first peak for a lovely 
viewpoint—all without working too hard at all.

F Being something of a map geek, I’d first like to tell people how to hike 
to the Oregon–California border. It’s just over a quarter mile from a road, 
but that isn’t really the point of this hike—rather, Observation Peak is the 
point. And for the record, I wanted to include the walk from Oregon to 
Washington as well, but it’s across the narrow Bridge of the Gods at Cascade 
Locks, which has lots of traffic and no walkway. So this is your only chance 
for a border hike in this book.

From the road start south (right, as you drove up), through meadows 
and thin forest, for 0.3 mile down to a register at the border. You can join the 
hundreds of others who’ve had their pictures taken next to the oregon/
california sign on a tree, enjoy the views south into the Golden State’s 
Donomore Meadows, and read the exuberant comments of the thru-hikers who 
have tromped some 1,600 miles just to get through one state. Most of them 
arrive here around mid-August, having started at the Mexico–California 
border around May 1. But their speeds vary greatly: on one September hike 
here, I encountered a northbounder who said he liked to “sleep late, nap after 
lunch, and have a good time.” At the other extreme, I met a man at Washing-
ton’s Snoqualmie Pass one August 30, then saw that he had signed this register 
on August 4. That’s about 700 miles in 26 days, or about 27 miles a day!
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11 Rosary Lakes to Maiden Peak Shelter

scenery: , , trail condition: , , , ,
children: , , , , difficulty: , ,
solitude: , , , hiking time: 3.5 hours
distance & configuration: 6.6-mile out-and-back to North Rosary
Lake, 11.6-mile out-and-back to Maiden Peak Shelter
map: USFS Middle Fork Ranger District

outstanding features: A quiet walk through shady forest to three 
mountain lakes, with a nice view and hidden cabin if you want to go farther

this  easy-to-reach,  easy-to-hike leg stretcher is perfect for an 
afternoon outing or a simple overnighter with the family. And if you put in 
a few more miles, you can spend the night in a wonderful cabin.

F The trip up to the Rosary Lakes is one of the more popular hikes in the 
Willamette Pass area, and it’s no wonder. Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) hikers 
tend to blow on through, however, as most of them just stop at Odell Lake 
to rest and resupply. Chances are you’ll see other folks on the trail, but they 
won’t bother you nearly as much as July’s mosquitoes.

The first 2 miles or so are about as gradual and mellow as a hike can be. 
There’s not much to see, other than big trees and the occasional glimpse of 
Odell Lake off to the right. The total trip to Lower Rosary Lake is 2.4 miles 
and gains a little more than 500 feet.

For reference along the way, at 0.9 mile the trail turns to the north in 
a flat section and enters a younger forest with much less ground cover. At 
1.4 miles it reenters the more-diverse forest; at 1.6 miles look for a gigantic 
hemlock snag covered with woodpecker holes. Finally, just past 1.8 miles, 
round the eastern edge of a minor ridge and turn north, leaving the sounds 
of cars and trains behind.

When you get to the first lake at 2.4 miles, look for good swimming off a 
rockslide to your left and campsites on an around-the-lake path. Other good 
campsites are along the right side of the lake, across the PCT from the shore.
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looks like a giant cotton swab. After another quarter mile, reach the Timber-
line Trail (600) in just such a meadow, with Mount Hood towering above you 
and (if it’s summer) purple lupines blooming all around. For the next 20 
miles or so heading north, the Timberline Trail (which goes 41 miles around 
Mount Hood) and the PCT are one and the same.

Relax amidst all this scenic splendor if you’d like, and then turn around 
if your car is at OR 35 (for a total of 7.8 miles). You’re at 5,300 feet eleva-
tion here (having climbed 1,100 feet since OR 35). The next 1.25 miles gain 
another 700 feet.

Otherwise, on you go, bearing left on the combination Timberline 
Trail and PCT, and in 0.3 mile find the first of several spectacular lookouts 
over the White River Canyon, which is 600 feet deep here. Look for buried 
2,000-year-old trees in the mudflow along the far base of White River Canyon.

This section of trail is, in places, as sandy as a beach, and it tends to be 
windy above tree line—a combination that can become tedious. If there’s any 
rough weather in the vicinity, be prepared for the cold, regardless of the fore-
cast. There’s nothing to stop the wind this high on the mountain—wind that 
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Mount Jefferson peeks through the clouds past Timberline Lodge.




