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TINY CLASSIC BIRD TRACKS

Finches, cardinals & grosbeaks leave small tracks with a 
distinctively wide, bulbous hallux that can resemble a plump 
inchworm. Tracks are usually curved, though sometimes only 
slightly, with toes 1 and 3 arcing toward the center of the trail. 
The base of toe 3 may appear centered or o�set slightly to the 
outside of the track. Outside of nesting season, many species 
feed in large mixed �ocks.

American 
Goldfinch
(Spinus tristis)

L 1"–15⁄16"; W 1⁄4"–7⁄16"
Common and wide-
spread. Comes to 
the ground less often 
than many other 
�nches. Hops.

House Finch
(Haemorhous 
mexicanus)

L 11⁄8"–13⁄8"; W 7⁄16"–9⁄16"
Common in cities 
and suburbs. 
May form large 
�ocks. Hops.

Northern 
Cardinal
(Cardinalis cardinalis)

L 1"–15⁄8"; W 5⁄16"–11⁄16"
Comes to the ground 
regularly, but often 
under cover. Hops, 
sometimes with 
long strides.
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TYPICAL WEBBED BIRD TRACKS

Terns Long toe 3 extends beyond webbing. Palm and toe 1 
usually register.

Gulls Small toe 1 tends not to show. Palm shows roughly half 
the time. Typically more curved than duck tracks, with more 
obvious knuckles.

Avocet Our only wading shorebird with typical webbed feet. 
Wide tracks. Toe 1 does not register.

Ducks Toe 1 and a small, round palm usually show. O�en 
appear more square than gull tracks, with smoother toes.

Wood Duck
(Aix sponsa)

L 2"–21⁄4"; W 15⁄8"–21⁄4"
Other duck tracks 
range from 1½" 
(Green-Winged Teal) 
to 3" (Common 
Merganser) long. Walks.

Mallard
(Anas platyrhynchos)

L 2"–27⁄8"; W 2"–3"
Common tracks, 
sometimes found 
far from water. Walks.
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OTHER BIRD SIGN
In addition to looking for tracks, watch for these other signs 
of bird activity. Keep in mind that most birds are protected by 
federal law. It is illegal to posses their nests, feathers, or other 
remains without special permits. Enjoy these sign where you find 
them, then leave them behind. Capture photographs, sketches, 
measurements, and notes to take home with you.

Nests range from shallow depressions in 
the ground to elaborate structures of finely 
woven materials. Birds use nests for the 
demanding tasks of laying and incubating 
eggs, and raising young. Be respectful of 
hardworking parents and stay clear of 
active nests.

Feathers give birds their shape and color. Most 
birds molt their feathers once or twice a year 
and dropped feathers are common sign. Large 
wings and tail feathers are the most distinctive.

Bird droppings contain 
dark feces and white 
uric acid. There are 

three broad categories. Predators and scav-
engers leave amorphous sprays and splats. 
Insect eaters leave crumbly cylinders 
filled with insect parts. Plant eaters leave 
straight, folded, or coiled cylinders filled 
with plant remains.

Pellets are regurgitated masses of indigestible 
food remains such as feathers, hair, bones, and 
shells. The undigested contents may be easy 
to recognize. Large hawk and owl pellets are 
the easiest to find and identify, but even some 
small birds regurgitate 
tiny pellets.

Feeding sign are as diverse as the diets 
and behavior of birds themselves. Some 
are obvious, like a large hole le­ by a 
Pileated Woodpecker foraging for car-
penter ants. Others are subtle, like seeds 
plucked from a closed thistle head by an 
American Goldfinch.

Tiny hummingbird nest

Large Red-Tailed 
Hawk feathers.

Berry-colored 
Blue Jay dropping

Owl pellet

Pileated Wood-
pecker foraging 

for carpenter ants

Simple and convenient—
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