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Organized by color for quick and easy identification, this guide covers
133 species of the most common butterflies and moths found in the
South and Southeast.

KEY
* |f the male and female of a species look the same or nearly the
same, only one butterfly is shown.

*When the male and female are different colors, they are shown
in their respective color sections with “male” or “female” labels.

* The average size of each species is listed, in inches, to the right of
the butterfly.

BUTTERFLY AND MOTH ANATOMY
Knowing the basics about butterfly and moth anatomy is the
easiest way to improve your identification skills. The two diagrams
below will help you identify the basic parts of a butterfly or moth.
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Texan Crescent Great Purple Hairstreak

brownish-black above; white black with iridescent blue; hindwing
spot bands; hindwing below light below dull black with red spots and
brown with central pale band two tails; abdomen orange-red

Bordered Patch Polka-Dot Wasp Moth
wings above black with white spots  elongated wings and body; black
and an orange band; hindwing wings with shiny blue sheen and
below black with orange patch white spots; shiny blue abdomen
and cream spots along margin with white spots and an orange

tip; slender white-tipped anten-
nae; day flying

Red Admiral Baltimore Checkerspot
forewing with central reddish rows of small white spots; large
band, white apical spots, hind- red-orange marginal spots; seen in
wings with broad red border wetlands; declining across region

25-3.25"

Eastern Buckmoth Ilia Underwing Moth
wings black with wide central dark gray bark-like forewing mot-
white band with a black eyespot; tled with brown, black, and cream
dark gray abdomen with an markings; hindwing black with

orange tip orange bands and light margin



& 2.8-425"

Zebra Heliconian Red Spotted Purple
Elongated black wings with white forewing velvety black, hindwing
or cream stripes; long, narrow with iridescent blue scaling; mimics
abdomen; long-lived; larvae feed toxic Pipevine Swallowtail

on passionflower vines
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Promethea Silkmoth Mourning Cloak
Wings black with light tan margins; velvety black; broad irregular yellow
flies during the day wing borders, outer row of purple-

blue spots; adults overwinter;
young larvae gregarious
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Pipevine Swallowtail Black Swallowtail
overall black, males have irides- black with yellow spot bands,
cent greenish-blue hindwings; black-centered eyespot near tail;
fast, low flight; distasteful to female with less yellow; common
many predators garden butterfly

3.5-45"

Polydamus Swallowtail  Spicebush Swallowtail

black with yellow spot band along pale green spots along wing
wing margin; lacks tails; fast, erratic margins, hindwing with extensive
flight; distasteful to many predators greenish-blue scaling, orange

eyespot and tail



Diana Fritillary
large; black with iridescent blue
spots on outer half; mimics toxic
Pipevine Swallowtail

female

Eastern
Tiger Swallowtail
female dark form is mostly black
and may have faint darker
black stripes; hindwing with
blue scaling and tail; mimics
toxic Pipevine Swallowtail

Palamedes Swallowtail
brownish-black with cream spot
bands; yellow streak in hindwing
tail; hindwing below with yellow
line near abdomen

Black Witch
large; forewing somewhat
pointed; wings dark brown with
black, cream and often violet
markings; bark-like appearance
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